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operators in this case insisted that there was nothing 
to arbitrate. The commission, after a thorough and 
impartial investigation, says in substance that there 
were a number of things imperatively requiring ar- 
bitration. It will be much more difficult after this 
investigation, conducted at the demand of the public 
and on an unprecedented scale, for a great corpora- 
tion hereafter coolly to ignore the well-founded 
demands of a large mass of workmen and to per- 
emptorily refuse to submit the questions at issue to 
disinterested parties. 

The report has also made it clear, if that were 
needed, that the claim of employers, so often made, 
that it is nobody's business but their own how their 
business is run, is a radically false position. The 
commissioners declare in substance that laborers have 
certain rights in connection with an employment 
which the employers have no right to ignore. In 
other words, they say that men, whatever may be 
their industrial relations to one another, are still 
members of the same human brotherhood, with 
mutual interests and rights and obligations which 
they ought not to ignore and must, as far as possible, 
be induced to observe. 

From this higher point of view, that manhood is 
superior to all considerations of gain, from which 
one is glad to believe that there is on the average 
an increasing disposition to judge all the material 
relations of men, the work of this commission cannot 
fail to contribute in no small measure to the promo- 
tion of true Christian civilization, not locally only, 
but throughout the nation and the world. 

Army Reduction in France. 

Are we on the eve of seeing the French army ma- 
terially reduced, and thus the military rivalry with 
Germany definitely abandoned ? Recent occurrences 
raise the question, though they can as yet hardly be 
said to justify a positive answer. 

The French Senate has already adopted the prin- 
ciple of a two years' military service, instead of three 
as heretofore. This is a step toward reduction. But 
much more significant is the position which the 
Socialist party have won in the Chamber of Deputies 
and the anti-military stand which they are there tak- 
ing. They have, with their largely increased number 
of members, secured the office of vice-president of the 
Chamber, and they have recently in an open and 
courageous way tackled the problem of disarmament, 
— the most serious question now confronting not 
France only, but the whole civilized world. 

The demand which they make, as recently set forth 
by Mr. Millerand and Mr. Jaurds, is that the army 
shall be reduced to the proportions of a national 
police force. There are several reasons back of the 
demand. The economic one is that the people may 
be relieved of the heavy burden now imposed upon 
them by the overgrown military establishment. 



But the higher grounds of their demand are ethical 
and social. They propose that the nation shall 
abandon once for all, as unworthy of a great civilized 
people, the cherished purpose of vengeance for the 
loss of the two Rhine provinces. That question they 
believe it much wiser to leave to the future determi- 
nation of the sense of justice working along friendly 
pacific lines than to cherish the vengeful purpose of 
some day attempting to settle it by violence. 

In this they strike a very high note, and at the 
same time show their practical good sense. A war 
over the lost provinces, even if they should be won 
back, would only result in another generation of in- 
tense hatred and suspicion, with bigger armies and 
bigger debts, and finally probably another war of re- 
taliation, with entire uncertainty as to whose the 
provinces would remain. 

There is still another high motive for their in- 
sistence on the reduction of the army. They hold, 
as one of the fundamental principles of their creed, 
that genuinely friendly relations between nations, 
as between individuals, ought to be cultivated, and 
that this cannot be done while a great army is main- 
tained as if their neighbors were unmitigatedly ma- 
levolent and designing enemies. The presence of 
such an army is a constant provocative of dislike and 
danger from over the border. 

In this again they are entirely right. The ap- 
parent risk which they are willing to take of laying 
France open to attack and conquest is really much 
less than that which the nation is under continually, 
if the present regime goes on. It is indeed no risk 
at all. The moment it is known on the other side of 
the Rhine that the great French army, which has 
been created by the spirit of vengeance and distrust, 
is being reduced, that moment Germany will be much 
less disposed to give France trouble than she is to-day. 
The response would be instant and cordial to the 
peaceful challenge thus thrown down, for the same 
popular movement against militarism is going on in 
Germany as in France, and gradually pushing its 
way up nearer and nearer the throne. 

This program of the French Socialist party, which 
has the sympathy of a good many Frenchmen who 
are not professedly Socialistic, is of course meeting 
with the solid and intense opposition of the military 
classes. It is viewed askance also by many others 
who are as yet unable to rise above the traditional 
ideas which have heretofore ruled them. They say : 
Let Germany begin disarmament and all will be well. 
She has nothing to fear from France, who would im- 
mediately follow her example. But as yet they do 
not seem to be able to follow out their reasoning far 
enough to assure themselves that if Germany, dis- 
armed, would, as they assert, be entirely without 
danger from France, so would France, disarmed, have 
no occasion to fear injury from over the border. 

The Socialists in France, under the lead of Jaurds 
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and Millerand, are carrying these principles to their 
logical conclusions. They insist that the way to 
begin what ought to be done is to begin, and to 
begin at home. If they continue to gain in power 
in the national councils as they have done, to carry 
larger and larger sections of the population with them 
in their anti-militarism as now seems certain, and if 
they have the faith and stability steadily to go on 
and meet the crucial test when the moment of ex- 
ecution comes, it is not unreasonable to believe that 
we may at an early day see a practical beginning of 
the solution of the problem of disarmament. 

One at least of these ifs is a pretty big one. It 
will require a moral courage unexampled in politics 
when the crucial moment comes, and the anti-mili- 
tarist party has the power in its hands, to begin with- 
out fear and wavering the reduction to the proportions 
of a police force of the great army, hitherto the idol 
of the nation, built up at so much painstaking cost. 
It would be the greatest deed ever done by a great 
nation, and fruitful beyond calculation for all the 
future of humanity. Will these Frenchmen have 
the courage of their convictions when the moment of 
testing comes, if it ever does ? The French are a 
brave people. 

The Czar Again. 

The manifesto of the Emperor of Russia, issued on 
March 12, proclaiming religious freedom throughout 
the Empire and proposing important reforms in the 
interests of the rural and village communities and 
the enlargement of local self-government, was to 
most people as unexpected as the famous Peace 
Rescript of Aug. 24, 1898. 

To those, however, who have studied Russia closely 
for the past few years, who have noted how rapidly 
liberal ideas have been making their way among the 
people, even of the upper classes, and have acquainted 
themselves with the character and purposes of the 
Czar and a few of the leaders in the State Council, 
this ukase gives little surprise. The wonder to them 
is that it did not come sooner and go even farther in 
some directions. They have seen clearly that the 
new spirit which has come to Russia, induced by 
influences from within and without, the spirit which 
gave rise to the Rescript of 1898, would inevitably 
break down the old religious intolerance, find a way 
of relieving the suffering masses, and make early 
provision for the initiation and development of popu- 
lar government. It would not have been at all 
surprising to some if in this edict the Czar had gone 
so far as to proclaim a constitution for the Empire 
with a restricted suffrage. That is certain to come 
in the near future, and the present decrees, if fairly 
well carried out, will prepare the way for it. 

This new move of Nicholas II., for which he has 
evidently long been planning, has been received with 
much less skepticism than was his call for the Peace 



Conference five years ago. A few have declared it 
meaningless, not intended to be carried out with any 
seriousness, and impossible of execution because of 
the opposition of narrow reactionaries throughout the 
provinces. But this has not been the common feel- 
ing. The manifesto has in general been accepted as 
issued with entire sincerity, with the purpose of 
carrying it out with Russian inflexibility, and as open- 
ing a new era of great promise to the Czar's vast realm. 
It is easy enough to imagine all sorts of difficulties 
and hindrances to the realization of the proposed 
reforms. There will be plenty of obstacles without 
the necessity of imagining any. But being demanded 
by the imperative interests of the nation and by the 
general civilization of the world, with which Russia 
is now everywhere in touch, these reforms will in 
time be successfully realized. They will be aided by 
the ripeness for them within the Empire, of which 
the Czar was perfectly aware before he spoke, and 
their realization will open the way for something of 
still larger significance. 

Russia, such is the essential character and natural 
tendencies of her people beneath and in spite of the 
oligarchical and military burdens which have loaded 
them down, is sure in the not distant future to be- 
come in some form one of the leading democracies of 
the world. This move will allay ill-feeling, remove 
friction, and open the way for free and orderly de- 
velopment from within, and thus accomplish in a 
pacific way what otherwise would have come through 
a violent and disastrous revolution. 

The first of all reforms among a people is freedom 
of religion. When that is possessed the root exists 
of every other liberty and right demanded by normal 
human nature. The Czar and his friends have begun 
at the beginning, and the beginning always involves 
the end. Russia may be expected hereafter to move 
with great rapidity toward the attainment of what 
will put any people in the forefront of civilization in 
its highest and broadest meaning. The Peace Re- 
script was more powerful for her welfare, honor and 
security among the nations than all her fleet of steel- 
clad war vessels. This manifesto of Liberty and 
Right will prove more efficient for her internal order, 
peace and strength than all her masses of armed men. 
This action of the Russian government is of almost 
as'much interest to the rest of the world as to Russia 
herself. What has gone on within her borders, in 
the way of religious and political persecution and the 
grinding down of her peasantry, has sorely wounded 
and annoyed all the liberty-possessing peoples of the 
world. Russian exiles for conscience sake have been 
living everywhere abroad biding their time — men of 
high rank, men of all ranks. No country has ever 
had more of them. Their wrongs and sufferings have 
laid deep and painful hold of the common heart of 
humanity, and have engendered often powerful in- 
dignation at the tyranny and injustice of the Russian 



